Self-splicing group II and nuclear pre-mRNA introns: how similar are they?
The splicing pathway of pre-mRNA introns bears similarities to that of the group II introns, some members of which undergo self-splicing. The snRNAs may provide the pre-mRNA introns with RNA structures in trans comparable to those available in cis in group II introns. This article examines the available evidence for the hypothesis that the catalysis of these two splicing pathways is fundamentally equivalent.